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Appendix 5.4.7 — Mitigation Measures and the
Cultural Heritage Resource

Potential Mitigation Strategies for Cultural Heritage
Remains

Mitigation is defined as features of the design or other measures of
the proposed development that can be adopted to avoid, prevent,
reduce or offset negative effects.

The best opportunities for avoiding damage to archaeological
remains or intrusion on their setting and amenity arise when the site
options for the development are being considered. Damage to the
archaeological resource immediately adjacent to developments may
be prevented by the selection of appropriate construction methods.
Reducing adverse effects can be achieved by good design, for
example by screening historic buildings or upstanding archaeological
monuments or by burying archaeological sites undisturbed rather
than destroying them. Offsetting adverse effects is probably best
illustrated by the full investigation and recording of archaeological
sites that cannot be preserved in situ.

Definition of Mitigation Strategies

Archaeological Resource

The ideal mitigation for all archaeological sites is preservation in
situ. This is not always a practical solution, however. Therefore, a
series of recommendations are offered to provide ameliorative
measures where avoidance and preservation in situ are not possible.

Full Archaeological Excavation can be defined as ‘a programme of
controlled, intrusive fieldwork with defined research objectives
which examines, records and interprets archaeological deposits,
features and structures and, as appropriate, retrieves artefacts,
ecofacts and other remains within a specified area or site on land,
inter-tidal zone or underwater. The records made and objects
gathered during fieldwork are studied and the results of that study
published in detail appropriate to the project design’ (CIfA 2014a).

Archaeological Test Trenching can be defined as ‘a limited
programme of intrusive fieldwork which determines the presence or
absence of archaeological features, structures, deposits, artefacts or
ecofacts within a specified area or site on land, inter-tidal zone or
underwater. If such archaeological remains are present field
evaluation defines their character, extent, quality and preservation,
and enables an assessment of their worth in a local, regional,
national or international context as appropriate’ (ICfA 2014b).
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Archaeological Monitoring can be defined as ‘a formal programme of
observation and investigation conducted during any operation
carried out for non-archaeological reasons. This will be within a
specified area or site on land, inter-tidal zone or underwater, where
there is a possibility that archaeological deposits may be disturbed
or destroyed. The programme will result in the preparation of a
report and ordered archive (CIfA 2014c).
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